SERVICE DOG SELECTION TEST DESCRIPTIONS

1. Meets weight requirement – check vet records, weigh dog, get estimate from caregivers


2. Meets height requirement – measure desired height against your leg, estimate when dog next to you or take tape measure



3. Meets coat requirements – take into account time of year when considering shedding, coat thickness and grooming needs


4. Between 1 and 3 yrs old – the training time is 1-2 years, so the older the dog, the shorter its working lifespan. Take into account your energy level and activity level in dealing with a young dog.


5. An interest in people – should check in frequently, have people as its center of activity


6. Likes children – should not cower, duck, hide, jump on them, mouth/nip them, eye them as prey or ignore them and knock them about. Should have tail calmly neutral or down or waving gently, not straight up and vibrating quickly or held stiffly. Body language should be soft and relaxed.


7. Meets energy level – take into account time of day, observe run for smeared feces indicating high activity or arousal level, watch for constant vertical leaps and movement.


8. An interest in retrieving – throw a toy or ball after you have visited with the dog, it should come back to you or include you in the activity. May drop it at your feet or near you. Should not grab toy and run away with it, ignore it or show cursory interest. This is a very important sign of the dog’s willingness to work with you. For puppies, use a balled-up piece of paper.


9. Good work ethic – ask the dog to do the same thing several times in a row. If the dog is only interested in repeating the action a couple of times, it is unlikely it will want to work all day. A ball can be tossed into weeds or behind an obstacle, the dog should search for several minutes at least.


10. Forgiving personality – after visiting with the dog for a few minutes, use your thumb and forefinger and pinch between dog’s toes or it’s side. The dog should feel it, should not bite or snap at you, and should lick you and forgive you afterwards.

11. Adaptable – take dog to a strange area, walk it across a spread out plastic trash bag, gently open an umbrella a few feet away, all these show a dog that can handle any situation. A dog that freezes for minutes rather than seconds, runs away, barks/growls at the umbrella, charges it, that refuses to walk on the plastic, or freezes on a slick floor or strange space will be unlikely to deal well with working in public.

Disqualifying (ANY YES answer disqualifies):

1. Aggression/predation around other dogs/animals 
Y___
N___   Date tested_________

2.  Aggression to people 



Y___
N___
Date tested_________


3.  Shows signs of possessiveness 


Y___
N___
Date tested_________

Test with dry dog food, then wet dog food, then high-value food item such as pig ear, test with squeaky toy

4.  Does not respect personal space 


Y___
N___

The dog that is constantly on top of a person, climbing into their lap, pushing into person, may mouth person or nick with canine teeth, and the ultimate discourteous behavior is touching a person with it anus. The dog will rub against legs like a cat, ending with an anus touch, will sit on a shoe and the anus will touch, etc. Most polite dogs will hover slightly if they sit on a person’s shoe and will end a cat-like rub before the anus touches. This is very rude behavior and dog should not be considered as a service dog candidate.


5. Touch or sound sensitivity



Y___
N___

6. Afraid of thunder




Y___
N___


7. Displays frantic, nervous/intense behavior 
Y___
N___


8. Stiffness when handled



Y___
N___

After visiting, handle dog calmly but gently, petting head, body, tail and handling feet. Stiffness may indicate injury or distaste/distrust in being handled. Be cautious and end test if at any time it seems unsafe. Dogs generally slow, freeze, turn and look at a body part, may turn away again, and then bite. Use leash and protective handling (hand on collar, arm between dog’s head and self etc, if you want)

9. Stares off into the distance 



Y___
N___

May be highly interested in visiting you, it’s long-lost buddy until it gets to exercise area. Or after initial greeting, all interest is elsewhere, it stares into the distance and is not present. This is a dog that may have been cooped up too much when young, or has a very independent personality. You were useful to let it out or saying hi etc, then ceased to be of use and interest. Dog may become enamored with you if you become useful again.


10. Shyness





Y___
N___

Look for tail-tuck, backward-leaning body language, crouching behavior, fear of going into new or different places exhibited by hanging back behind you or the above behaviors


11. Is escape-prone




Y___
N___

Dog examines and pokes the fence and especially the gate area looking for a way out or has holes and patches on fence.

12. Challenges other dogs



Y___
N___

Stands tall on toes, body erect, tail stiff, head up or intently pointed at other dog with the eyes staring and not soft and/or squinty

13. Approaches fence stiffly



Y___
N___

14. Barks incessantly




Y___
N___

If recording test (a good idea), ask questions of caregivers/owners while observing dog. As person feels more comfortable, more information is usually revealed.

