 BEFORE YOU ADOPT, ASK…


1. DO I HAVE TIME FOR THIS PET?

    Dogs especially need time with people. Training time, visiting time, exercise time, care time

2. DO I HAVE THE ENERGY TO DEAL WITH THIS PET?
    Pets can require as much energy as kids! They can be needy and whiny, act out frustrations, come up with their own entertainment if not guided enough, etc. Puppies require huge amounts of supervision, are you ready for this?

3. CAN I AFFORD THIS PET?

    Dogs can be expensive! Besides food, there are toys, vet bills, grooming, heartworm and flea preventatives, training, supplies, etc. totaling $500 - $1,000/year and more if emergencies arise.

4.  DOES EVERYONE IN THE HOUSE WANT THIS PET?

    Everyone should be at least ok with getting another pet and this one in particular. The primary caretaker (often mom) should be totally happy with the proposed pet, that person will be left to care for the pet when everyone else is off doing extra-curricular activities, moved on to other things, left home, working late. Resentments can build in family members that wanted a cat instead of a dog, a girl rather than boy, small rather than large and the pet notes that resentment and problems can develop.

5.  CAN YOU DEAL WITH ANY ‘BAGGAGE’ YOUR NEW PET MAY HAVE?

    Recycled pets can have a host of issues from separation anxiety to digging to clawing the furniture and the list goes on. Are you and the family committed to this new pet, that yours will be the last home it ever needs to find? Are it’s known issues more than you are prepared to deal with?  Also, are you able to start new with your pet and not let it’s rescue status rule the rest of it’s life?  

6.  WILL THE OLD PETS AND THE NEW ONE BE COMPATIBLE?

   Aged pets can be revitalized with a new companion, but often times they don’t want to be bothered, aren’t interested in being the new pup’s chew toy or kitten’s scratching post. Life is no fun when the family pets have to be shuffled between pens or rooms because they don’t like each other or because you don’t have the time or interest to properly acclimate and/or supervise interactions.

7.  IS YOUR NEW PET COMPATIBLE WITH YOUR HOME AND LIFE?

     If you have white carpet and a white cloth sofa, a long-haired black cat or water-loving Labrador may not fit your lifestyle. Are you fond of pristine black clothes? A white kitty or puppy may be more hair to brush off your clothes than you want to deal with. Terriers like to dig, large dogs may slobber, kitties like to climb the heights, puppies and seniors have ‘accidents’ - is your home ready for this? 

8.  WILL THIS PET MATCH YOUR LIFESTYLE AND DESIRED RELATIONSHIP?

     A dog left in the yard becomes frustrated, lonely and more ‘doggy’ than a companion. Dogs left to play with each other usually become more dog-oriented and want less quality interaction with people and will act like a dog when with people. Do you want a dog to jog with or cuddle? Do you travel a lot? Smaller dogs are often more acceptable for hotels. Do you want to sit on the couch and have a quiet companion by your side? Cats have needs also, and some crave attention and interaction more than others.

9. WILL THIS, OR ANY PET, FIT YOUR LIFESTYLE IN THE COMING YEARS?

     Kids go through many stages and may only be interested in a pet for a short time, leaving parents to care for the pet. Does your job require frequent relocation, and are you committed to taking your pet with you? Are you considering adding children to your family? You may have time for a pet now, but are you willing to make this pet a family member that stays with you for the rest of it’s life?

After careful consideration, I believe this pet is one I can commit to and welcome into my home!________________

                                                                                                                                                          Adopter’s  signature

                   PETS SHOULD BE FOR LIFE, THEY ARE NOT DISPOSABLE!!!

                                          PLEASE CONSIDER CAREFULLY!!!

Inspired by an article published Feb 20, 2016 by Dr Becker http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2016/02/20/pet-adoption.aspx


